Guidelines for 2017 And Beyond Awards
This program, in conjunction with the Yearly Versatility program, is not a contest on who has a better team. Both programs are designed to highlight the achievements of all participating dog teams not to create a competitive atmosphere. Therefore, the order depicted on Awards website pages will not necessarily be in the order of highest to lowest and will be indicated as individual team achievements on both the Yearly Awards and Top Five Year End Awards pages.
All awards (excluding High In Category/High In Top Five) will be determined by highest title received during the year in EVERY category level. There may be breakdowns in some categories as deemed necessary and indicated in the affected categories. All ties will receive an award. For example, if three dogs earn MACH1 during the year all three receive an award in Agility Level 5 as long as that title makes the top five.  If any of those dogs also earn an Agility Level 4 title they will receive an award for that level as well. Or, if two dogs earn a HT both receive the award in Herding  Level 1 Tested as long as that title makes the top five. If those dogs move up to Herding Level 2 Trialed they will also receive an award for that level (Which means they can earn two Herding category Top Five placements during the year. ) Each dog team will receive one  plaque or other award for the first top five award deemed appropriate by MAMASC. All subsequent awards that year will be combined on one plaque or other award as decided by the Yearly Awards Team and Treasurer. 
Our members have expressed a desire to have a more competitive Awards program. These following awards will address these desires as well as continuing to award as many teams as possible in our Top Five:
HIGH IN CATEGORY AWARD - For the dog teams in each category who earn the most titled/certificate achievements in EACH category. Ties will be broken by number of titles, top three scores, jumps or times. 
HIGH IN TOP FIVE- For the dog team who earned the most awards/titles/certificates in ALL categories. Ties will be broken by number of titles, scores, jumps or times. 
Agility- STANDARD Titles/JWW Titles ONLY
6 Levels- top five award for each level in both Standard and JWW -ties in each will get an award. 

Level 1) ACT I/ACT II  (added 2017) 


Level 2) Novice and Novice Jumpers with Weaves (includes Novice A, Novice B).

Level 3) Open and Open Jumpers with Weaves.


Level 4) Preferred Standard and Preferred Jumpers with Weaves (includes Novice Preferred,  Open Preferred, Excellent Preferred, Master Preferred) Preferred levels are not the same difficulty for a dog's normal height division- that is one reason a dog is entered in preferred. I personally think it is easier to leave them in their own category-- remember awards will be given out in this category based on the top five in both Preferred Standard and Preferred Jumpers with Weaves.

Level 5) Excellent/Master and Excellent/Master Jumpers with Weaves- goes by number of different Excellent titles (AX, MX, MACH, MACH2, MACH3, MXB, MXS, MXG etc.)   


Level 6) Premier Standard and JWW (added in 2017)
Obedience

3 Levels- top five award for each level- ties in each level will get award

Level 1) Novice (includes Beginner Novice A&B, Novice A&B, and Preferred Novice)


Level 2) Open (includes Graduate Novice, Open A&B, and Preferred Open)

Level 3) Utility (includes Graduate Open, Utility A&B, Preferred Utility and Versatility)
Rally

5 Levels-top five award for each level- ties in each level will get an award. 

Level 1) Novice and Intermediate (Intermediate begins in November 2017.) A&B 

Level 2) Advanced A&B

Level 3) Excellent A&B


Level 4) Advanced/ Excellent A&B

Level 5) Master A&B
Herding

2 Levels-top five award for each level- ties in each level will get an award. 



Level 1) Tested (IT, HT, Pre-Trial)- Certificates (highest earned certificate/title-no points.)

Level 2) Trialed (includes Herding Started, Herding Started Master, Herding Intermediate, Herding Intermediate Master, Herding Excellent, Herding Excellent Master, Herding Champion.) 
Conformation 
5 Levels- top five award for each level- ties in each level will get an award.  
           Level 1) Beginner puppy will be working towards/earning puppy CM
           Level 2) Working towards Championship
           Level 3) Champion level with more than 52 Champion level shows 

           Level 4) Champion level with less than 52 Champion level shows
           Level 5) Owner Handler 
Barn Hunt
Top Five by highest title (if participation in this event increases by participation in 2018 then we will include the levels.)
Junior/Pee Wee
Top Five Junior Award is for Junior handlers between the ages of 9 up to 18 only. Each Junior must handle at least one Miniature American Shepherd.  Juniors teams will not be added to the Top Five as this category includes titles/achievements in all venues and are unique.  If the dog achieves the titles/achievements 
needed for the Yearly Versatility page then they will be added as appropriate and the Junior handler will 
be recognized in the description of handler. Award will include a certificate and a gift card for the Junior Handlers (type of awards can change yearly.)
Top Five Pee Wee Award for Pee Wee participants is for children 5-9 who handle Miniature American Shepherds in Conformation. All children will receive an award that will be determined by the Awards Team. 
Puppy Antics Top Five
Goes by number of certificates, awards (ie BOB, Group, Puppy Kindergarten) or titles between 4 and 9 months old in the year. After 9 months the puppy will be moved to the perspective event. This means puppies can move to Top Five after they earn any title when they are 10 months or older. These puppy teams could possibly have a Top Five, Yearly Versatility AND a Puppy Antics award. These teams will receive a certificate and a gift card for the puppy (or other award deemed appropriate by the Awards Team.) 
Therapy/Service Dog/CGC/TK/FDC
4 Levels-top five award for each level- ties in each level will get an award.
           Level 1) CGC/CGCA-All dogs/handlers earn a special award but must include their certificates. 
           Level 2) Therapy/Service Dog- All dogs/handlers earn a special award but must include their certificates and number of visit hours.
           Level 3) Trick Dog (TKN, TKI, TKA, TKP) (as of May 1,  2017) Trick Dog Title-- AKC has designated four levels which, like CGC, are paid for titles-- Novice, Intermediate, Advanced and Performer. Will be rolled out in AKC on May 1, 2017. (We will  use the highest title earned for top five: there will be no grandfathering of titles earned before April 1, 2017.)
           Levels 4) FDC- Will go by highest title. If there are several teams who have earned the same level title they will all receive and award.
Nose Work

1 Level- (This will be a recognized award on August 7, 2017)
Coursing Ability (this name has been changed to concur with AKC as Lure Coursing is only for sight hounds)
2 Levels- top five award for each level- ties in each level will get an award.
            Level 1) Coursing Ability- Will go by highest title then runs (includes CA, CAA, CAX, CAX+number.)
            Level 2) Fast Cat- Will go by highest  title then points (includes BCAT, DCAT, FCAT, FCAT+number.) 
Disc Dog

1 Level (As of 2017 AKC does not recognize the disc dog title so this event is pending but can be used for Yearly Versatility.)
Dock Diving- We will use Only Open/Lap Class Distance Jump- Three levels

3 Levels- top five award for each level- ties in each level will get an award.
            Level 1) Novice- will go by title (includes Novice, Junior, Senior, Master, Elite)
            Level 2) Advanced- will go by title then number of jumps (includes Novice, Junior, Senior, Master, Elite)

            Level 3) Excellent - will go by title then number of jumps (includes Novice, Junior, Senior, Master, Elite)
Flyball
1 Level (We have not had any participation in this event since 2013.)
In Process- Title events currently in process by AKC and will be assigned to a category and implemented starting the date AKC approves the event title. Any additions to this guideline will be implemented by the MAMASC Yearly Awards Team in collaboration with a member of the Board of Directors at any capacity in good standing and will not need further approval by majority vote. This will expedite the process without delay. All changes MUST be reported to the General Membership so everyone has the same opportunity to participate in the all awards. 
